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In the positions marked -J- not only acid groups, but also groups
of metallic oxides (in either -ous or -icform) may enter. The intro-
duction of such acid or metallic oxide groups may conveniently be
termed central acidising or central metallising and the groups them-
selves may be termed centralisers.

All these centralisers have an important influence on the rings, as
will be shown later. At the moment, however, the metallic central-
isers are the most interesting, as they give to compounds containing
them the property of absorbing certain selected rays of light, i.e.
the metallic centmlisers are excellent chromophores.

The structure of these chromophore groups may be explained as
follows : The positions marked + in the foregoing structural formulae
are supposed, for the moment, to be occupied by CuO. One of these
positions may then he represented by :
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This group may lose oxygen and so be converted into the group

B.